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- Dear Nﬂdﬂ,
- You ARE a fabu};ous dog-

and what a wonderful gift

-youhavegivento Maceyand

Nikki is a wonderful service dog

BY BONN!E MITCHELL, DVM
YourNews contributor
Dear Dr. Bonnie, :

| am a service dog for
a really wonderful girl
named Macey who has Type

 1juvenile diabetes. SheiS'tt
years old. | help alert her
when- her blood sugars
get too low. | was trained
- by a wonderful local dog

trainer who specializes in
service dogs. There aren’t

_ many dogs out there like
me and [ wanted people to

know how special | am. Can
you explain the difference
between a service dog and
a therapy dog?

Thanks ¢
: Nikki

her family. T am constantly

‘amazed at how intelligent
~ dogs are and how you can
be frained to do just about.

are a]lowed to tz'avelmth"_" re not service dogs. Th
apy dogs provide more

Macey when she leaves

. the house. You have been

" threatening. You let her -

trained to be out in pubhc, ;

while still doing your job.

This includes retail stores,
the mall, the movie theater
andrestaurants. Thereason
you are allowed to do this
 is because you are protect-

ing Macey from a health
condition that could be life

Imow when her blood sugar
islow; whether she is awake
or asleep. Service dogs save
lives every day. Some of your

- stories are just fascinating.

Service dogs are very

highly trained. I know that
“youwerein trammg for sev—
s~ to bring their dog to these

sional semce deg ’a‘amer
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training never stops. You

_are always working with

Macey; her family and your

-trainer to keep you in top

condition. There are only

a handful of dog trainers
that are certified to teach

you what you have learned
Aren’t you ucky? °
There isal ‘mg d]ﬁ‘erence

_between a service dog and
o therapy dog. Therapy
.. dogs are wonderful dogs*
- too. Hewever, they serve
very different purposes
__andre‘ﬁ ntlythereha.ébeen
some ¢ ntroversy ‘because

some owners. of therapy
have abused the system set
in place for service dogs.

ut ful and have provided sup-
s portto manypeopleall over
- the world. But the laws set 4 : :
: As her semnce deg, Nikki: accompanied 11-year-old

emotional support and are

greatly used in places like -
% ‘chﬂdren s hospitals, nurs-
‘ing homes, hospice centers

and schools..
- Therapy dogs are a]so a

great asset to people who
‘suffer from e’motlonal_

trauma, but this is ‘not by
law considered a d:sabmty

Therapy dogs can be
trained- and certified by

-owners, not professional .

trainers. They do not go
through months or years
of trammg before gomg to
their handlers. 2
imagmeif everyene Wlth
a therapy dog was allowed

publlc plaees, There are

And the reality is that your

many places where they ’
- are having a terrible tune

with this issue.
‘Thetherapy dogs are dis-

tracting the service dogs §
like you from doing their |
job. They are causing prob- §
lems for people who have |

allergies to dogs who are

shopping or eating lunch at

arestaurant.

- I'have read stories of
therapy dogs that have
instigated fights with ser-
vice dogs to the point where
the service dog is forced to

‘respend. The sad outcome

is that once a service dog
has beenin afight, he or she
is no longer fit to~work for

their handler because they =
may develop a fear of other |

dogs, or people, or both. -

_This can be crippling to
the handler who has spent
so much time and in many

cases lots of money to geta

service dog.
Iam by no means- tr.'ymg

ally  to spark a-debate with peo-
is = ple who own therapy dogs.

Therapy dogs are wonder-

it place for service dogs

should not apply to therapy
 diabetes, and Nikki helps to alert her when her bloc

dogs. We certainly do not

want service dogs to lose

any of their privileges.
You and Macey are fruly

an inspiration. Iamsohappy |

‘to be sharing yourstory with
everyone. Thismonth is even
more special because it is

Diabetes Awareness month! &8
‘You and the other diabetic £
-alert dogs along with your

trainers should get an exira
hug and kiss for all of the

hard work that youdo! =~

Dr. Bonnie

Dr. Bonnie Mitchell is the vet:

erinarian and owner of Coastal
- Animal Hospital in Jensen

Beach. Please email questions

‘and commients to bonniemitch- :

e]ldvm@gmaﬂ.oom
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Macey to Disney World. Macey has Type 1juvenile

sugars get too low.
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